
Originally scheduled to end in 2019 (with final payments due in 2020), the Further Consolidated Appropriations Act of 
2020 extended CERF for ten years through 2029. For CERF payments, the ERISA plan year is key. If your ERISA plan year 
and renewal date are different, use the ERISA plan year to calculate your fee per covered life and payment due date.
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Comparative effectiveness 
research fee (CERF)
Fee periods and payment schedule

Fee due July 31, 2018
PLAN YEAR START DATE FEE PER AVERAGE COVERED LIFE
Feb. 1, 2016–Oct. 1, 2016 $2.26

Nov. 1, 2016–Jan. 1, 2017 $2.39

Fee due July 31, 2019
PLAN YEAR START DATE FEE PER AVERAGE COVERED LIFE
Feb. 1, 2017–Oct. 1, 2017 $2.39

Nov. 1, 2017–Jan. 1, 2018 $2.45

Fee due July 31, 2020
PLAN YEAR START DATE FEE PER AVERAGE COVERED LIFE
Feb. 1, 2018–Oct. 1, 2018 $2.45

Nov. 1, 2018–Jan. 1, 2019 $2.54

Fee due July 31, 2021
PLAN YEAR START DATE FEE PER AVERAGE COVERED LIFE
Feb. 1, 2019–Oct. 1, 2019 $2.54

Nov. 1, 2019–Jan. 1, 2020 $2.66

Offered by: Cigna Health and Life Insurance Company.



Fee due July 31, 2022
PLAN YEAR START DATE FEE PER AVERAGE COVERED LIFE
Feb. 1, 2020–Oct. 1, 2020 $2.66

Nov. 1, 2020–Jan. 1, 2021 $2.79

Fee due July 31, 2023
PLAN YEAR START DATE FEE PER AVERAGE COVERED LIFE
Feb. 1, 2021–Oct. 1, 2021 $2.79

Nov. 1, 2021–Jan. 1, 2022 $3.00

Fee due July 31, 2024
PLAN YEAR START DATE FEE PER AVERAGE COVERED LIFE
Feb. 1, 2022–Oct. 1, 2022 $3.00

Nov. 1, 2022–Jan. 1, 2023 TBD (Amount increases by rate of medical inflation.)

Fee due July 31, 2025
PLAN YEAR START DATE FEE PER AVERAGE COVERED LIFE
Feb. 1, 2023–Oct. 1, 2023 TBD

Nov. 1, 2023–Jan. 1, 2024 TBD

Fee due July 31, 2026
PLAN YEAR START DATE FEE PER AVERAGE COVERED LIFE
Feb. 1, 2024–Oct. 1, 2024 TBD

Nov. 1, 2024–Jan. 1, 2025 TBD

Fee due July 31, 2027
PLAN YEAR START DATE FEE PER AVERAGE COVERED LIFE
Feb. 1, 2025–Oct. 1, 2025 TBD

Nov. 1, 2025–Jan. 1, 2026 TBD

Fee due July 31, 2028
PLAN YEAR START DATE FEE PER AVERAGE COVERED LIFE
Feb. 1, 2026–Oct. 1, 2026 TBD

Nov. 1, 2026–Jan. 1, 2027 TBD

Fee due July 31, 2029
PLAN YEAR START DATE FEE PER AVERAGE COVERED LIFE
Feb. 1, 2027–Oct. 1, 2027 TBD

Nov. 1, 2027–Future renewals Fee set to expire. No future payments required.

This document is for general informational purposes only. While we have attempted to provide current, accurate and clearly expressed 
information, this information is provided “as is” and Cigna Healthcare makes no representations or warranties regarding its accuracy or 
completeness. The information provided should not be construed as legal or tax advice or as a recommendation of any kind. External 
users should seek professional advice from their own attorneys and tax and benefit plan advisers with respect to their individual 
circumstances and needs.

All Cigna Healthcare products and services are provided exclusively by or through operating subsidiaries of The Cigna Group.
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